
 

       

 

 

Energy and Water Benchmarking Programs  

 

Energy and Water Reporting Benchmarking  

The Energy and Water Reporting Benchmarking (EWRB) was introduced by the Ministry of Energy in Ontario to assist building 

owners in improving their building’s energy and water efficiency. The benchmarking was initiated to compare the building’s 

energy and water performance with other similar buildings. The requirement for large buildings is greater than 50,000 

square feet.  

Building owners are required to report their data to the Ministry of Energy by July 1 of every year. The reporting requirement 

will be phased in over three years, beginning July 1, 2018. Buildings that are ≤ 100,000 ft2 will be required to have their data 

verified by an accredited verifier or certified professional in the first year, then followed by every five years to ensure the 

accuracy of the data. The data has to be reported through the ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager.  

 

The report should include information on: 

▪ Monthly energy and water consumption and performance data, such as energy and water use intensity and ENERGY 

STAR score (where available) 

▪ GHG emissions and intensity 

▪ Building characteristics and size   

Reporting Timeline  
Commercial and Industrial 

Buildings 

Multi-Unit Residential 

Buildings (with more than 

10 units) 

By July 1, 2018 

for 2017  
250,000 square feet and larger 

Not required to report in first 

year 

By July 1, 2019 

for  2018  
100,000 square feet and larger 100,000 square feet and larger 

By July 1, 2020 

for 2019 
50,000 square feet and larger 50,000 square feet and larger  

Source: Ministry of Environment  

 

 

 

 

http://www.energy.gov.on.ca/en/ontarios-ewrb/


 

       

Other voluntary programs that are implemented in different cities and provinces across Canada are as follows: 

Edmonton  

Large Building Energy Reporting and Disclosure Pilot Program  

The City of Edmonton launched a voluntary building energy benchmarking program that will collect information on an entire 

building’s energy performance across Edmonton’s large buildings. It is a three year pilot program that is open to commercial, 

industrial and multi-residential buildings that has a gross floor area of 20,000 square feet. Natural Resources Canada’s 

ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager Tool is used to benchmark the building’s energy performance and report it to the city.  

The City of Edmonton will provide a one-time incentive of up to $1,500 per building and a maximum of three per building 

portfolio ownership group to help cover the cost of an energy audit. The incentives will be distributed on a first come and first 

serve basis and there is a maximum of 50 incentives available per year. Additional program requirements are as follows:  

 The building has to participate in Edmonton’s Large Building Energy Reporting and Disclosure pilot program for year 
1 and agree to participate in year 2 and 3.  

 The building should have undergone an ASHARE Level II energy audit since January 1, 2017. 

 The building has to share the audit report with the City as well as provide the proof of payment for the audit 
services.  

Vancouver  

Energy Benchmarking for Large Buildings  

Vancouver’s energy benchmarking program is established for large city-owned buildings. This program encourages 
institutional, commercial and multi-unit residential buildings to voluntarily participate and track and report their energy and 
water consumption data to the province. The data collected from the program will assist the government to support and 
implement energy retrofits across large buildings.  

 

 

https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/environmental/building-energy-benchmarking-program.aspx
http://vancouver.ca/green-vancouver/energy-benchmarking-for-large-buildings.aspx

